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The 5™ International Symposium on Mobile Mapping Technology (MMT) was
held in Padova from May 28 to 31, 2007. It was organized by CIRGEO b
Interdepartment Research Center for Geomatics, University of Padova. Prof.
Antonio Vettore, University of Padova, and Prof. Naser ElI-Sheimy, University of
Calgary, were the meeting conveners, with the Scientific Committee chaired by
Prof. Naser EI-Sheimy, and co-chaired by Prof. Dorota Grejner-Brzezinska, The
Ohio State University, Prof. Ron Li, The Ohio State University, Dr. Vincent Tao,
Microsoft Corp., and Dr. Charles Toth, The Ohio State University.

The meeting was co-sponsored by the University of Padova, University of
Calgary and The Ohio State University, the ISPRS (IC WG V/I, Integrated
Mobile Mapping Systems; IC WG 1/V, Autonomous Vehicle Navigation; WG 1/3,
Multi-Platform Sensing and Sensor Networks; WG 1/2, LIDAR and IfSAR
Systems; WG [1/6, System Integration and Interoperability), the IAG Sub-
commission 4.1, Multi-Sensor Systems, and the FIG WG5.3, Integrated
Positioning, Navigation and Mapping Systems, and the following corporate
sponsors: Leica Geosystems, Intermap Technologies, SIFET, AIR DATA,
Applanix, and Trimble Ltd.

The opening ceremony was chaired by Dr. Naser EI-Sheimy, Convenor, and

included welcome speeches by representatives of the sponsoring

organizations, followed by welcome speeches by representatives of the

University of Padova (representative of Prof. Vincenzo Milanesi - Rector of the

University of Padua and Prof. Raffaele Cavalli Dean Faculty of Agriculture).

The symposium also included four keynote speeches by:

I Prof. Armin Gruen, ETH, on OMobile Mapping with UAV TechnologyO

I Mr. Lionel Garin, NemeriX, on OGNSS and Digital Maps, Symbiosis or Both
Sides of the Same Medal?0

I Mr. Eric DesRoche, Intermap Technologies, on OTerrestrial Mapping for a
Mobile WorldO

I Prof. Vincent Tao, Microsoft Virtual Earth, on OOpportunities and Challenges
in Mobile Mapping for On-line Services and Consumer Applications: A
Perspective from Microsoft Virtual EarthO

These keynote speeches linked how mobile mapping technology, user
requirements and new applications drive each other, with the users as the
major beneficiaries. A one day tutorial on state-of-the-art and future trends,



attended by 30 persons, provided a stimulating casual environment to discuss
recent development in mobile mapping. The tutorial was offered by Dr. Naser
El-Sheimy - the University of Calgary Canada, Dr. Mohamed M.R. Mostafa,
Applanix Corp, Canada, Dr. Charles Toth and Drs. Dorota Grejner-Brzezinska,
The Ohio State University, USA.

This was the fifth MMT symposium since 1995, with the first four conferences
held in Columbus, at The Ohio State University (1995), in Bangkok, Thailand
(1999), Cairo, Egypt (2001), and Kunming, China (2004). The symposium
provided a stimulating environment to promote scientific presentations,
interactive discussions, and information exchange. It brought together about
180 participants from 23 countries, who are specialists, engineers, users and
those interested in mobile mapping technology, real-time positioning, sensor
integration and calibration, feature extraction and 3-D data acquisition. 88 oral
presentations in 18 sessions and 33 posters in one poster session reported
most recent R&D and application achievements of mobile mapping. The
proceedings of the symposium, edited by Dr. Naser El-Sheimy, have been
produced on a CD which can be ordered from the University of Padova (E-mail
Prof. Antonio Vettore: antonio.vettore@unipd.it ).

The symposium program was structured in such a way that features common
to all Mobile Mapping Systems (MMS) were treated first before specific
application; new applications, and trends in MMS were also considered.
Common features included the mathematical framework of direct
georeferencing for land and airborne imaging sensors, integrated navigation
systems, object extraction and recognition, and estimation techniqgues common
to all MMS. Only after these common features had been treated, specific
sessions were dedicated to cover the full spectrum of Mobile Mapping
Technology.

The 6™ International Symposium on Mobile Mapping Technology will be held at
the S<o Paulo State University, Brazil in July 2009. Prof. Jo<o Fernando C. da
Silva (S<o Paulo State University) was appointed chair of the Organizing
Committee, and Prof. Dorota Grejner-Brzezinska, The Ohio State University,
was appointed chair of the Scientific Committee.
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